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THE A11ATEUE 

NEGRO MINSTREL'S GUIDE. 



OKGANIZTNG A BAND. 

Young men disposed to organize amateur bands, whether 
for social recreation or with a view to enter the minstrel 
profession, have very great advantages at the present time. 
Until quite recently everything connected with fitting out a 
troupo was very difficult, if not impossible to obtain: but 
now this is happily not so. 

An amateur Isegro minstrel band may consist of from 
seven to thirteen, or more, performers, arranged on the 
stage as follows : Interlocutor, or Middle Man, in the 
centre; Tamborine-playcr on the extreme left: Bone- 
player on extreme right; Triangle-player next to Bones* 
end; Accordeon-player next to Taiuborinistj Banjo-player 
on Interlocutor's right; and Violinist on his left. This will 
do very well for a good band, and the instruments harmon- 
ize, as wed as being sufficient for all purposes. The ad- 
dition of other artists, such as violincelloist, Flutist, Cor- 
netist, etc., as illustrated by the more elaborate profession- 
als can easily bo made if desired. 

The voices should be carefully trained by constant prac- 
tice, both with and without instrumental accompaniments, 
anil each assigned a suitable part, according as he may be 
gifted by nature, whether alto, tenor, base, or falsetto, 
iiy tins means the best music can be got out of each, indi- 
viduaUy and collectively. The songs to bo sung as solos 
must be selected to suit the voices of the singers, thereby 
avoiding too high or too low a register, but selecting such 
as will be agreeable and not require the exercise of notes 
beyond one a capacity in order to sing well and to advan- 

When wind instruments are used, the stringed ones 
must be tuned to correspond by means of pitch-pipes or 
tuning-forks, which may be had either in A or C, tuning 
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by ear being not in musical order at aJL This is very im- 
portant, as a Bborp or flat note will make discord of the 
worst kind, and leave a very bad impression upon an audi- 
ence, wfcoK; if not artiste themselves, can easily perceive 
faults in others. 

TIMING AND DRILLING THE BAND. 
A two-hours' entertainment is qnitc enough, allowing 
about an hour for first-part, ten minutes or so each or 
sone-and-dancc, Btump speech, instrumental solos, ballads, 
comic songs, and from fifteen minutes to half an hour for 
the grand walk-around or farce. To regulate the time is 
the work of practice alone, and frequent rehearsals should 
be had till this is perfected before giving a public entertain- 
ment. As the manager's commands should be law.neis 
absolutely necessary to call the different acts, etc., and see 
that everything is in working order. Whero an old pro- 
fessional's services can be had, the business of stage-man- 
ager should be left to him. 

ARTICLES REQUIRED FOR AN ENTERTAINMENT. 

The following schedulo of prices of articles used will be 
of considerable interest and value to young amateurs : 

I'rcmrcd burnt cork, ready for use, 25 and 50 cents per 
box: hp sticks, 25cts.; short crop, or plantation negro wigs 
$12 per dozen; end and middlemen s wigs, $2 each; old 
men's wigs, with bald top, grey woolly hair, eye-brows, 
whiskers and moustaches, $4; scare or fright wigs, where- 
by the hair may be made to stand on ends at will, $6; 
Wench or Topsy wig, $5; red, blue or black clogs $3 per 
pair; 18-iuch buff burlesque shoes, for song-and-danco 
banjo-solos, essonce, etc., $G per pair; rosewood bones, 50 
atdTocts. per set; ebony bones, $1; tambormes, from f i 
oach; banjos from $3; triangles, with striker, from $1; vio- 
lins, from $6; guitars, from $5; concertinas, from $3; , ac- 
cordeons, from $3; fifes, from $1; flutes, from $1.50; flute 
harmonicas, or musical sardine box, $3.50; pitch-pipes and 
timin" forks, 50cts. each; zilbern or American harps, 
$1 50; words and music of latest songs, lOcts.; song and 
joke books, lOcts.; stump speeches, 40cte; Negro farces, 
with cast of characters, costumes, scenery, properties, dia- 
grams and time of playing, 15 cents each. 



ETHIOPIAN MINSTRELS. 
L Edwin Green, 3. Eph Horn 

2.PoneyMoore . ^ , _ *■ Charley TO* 
5. Charley Fox. 
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COSTUMES NECESSARY 

terials used SS^SlS^^^^&^ 
gaudy stripes, chfcks or otW ?* mVUsUn of s °™ 

put together in the most 1,™ i P to suit the C!1 ™> ™d 

very Landy; the more ctoEL fi, tb ? S° ver ? or < come in 
Po«e. Very f ew propertied ^Srecii.i 6 "^ f ° r tho ^ 
sconory. 1 we required, and scarcely any 

OTHER REQUISITES, SLACKING UP Etc 

with uniform black ficarK^^j 111 ,? 01 '" an ' lw !>ite vest, 

face, ears, neck and hands ^T?^ 1 '^ 8(5,1001 5 "'o 
prepared burnt cork, C ° Ver " d S** 

Dot in nro tho ^^^^2S^P n WM<I4oe8 
such aa lamp-black soot li t , r*^ 8 sometimes used, 
should bo abided L and 
as much aa may hereout r rk mixi % r *»& water 

tho hands Itc^lTife^^ 1' 0U 3» 
moved with a greasy ra~ t !,,. l P " d water i w ro- 
is that of the iffiS&ffe^W^ tolerated 
wear a wig spread ont -,f ti>« • j ? IIu; fon "oi- may 
the side or g^SSX Sa^lT* ftni1 P«S on 
chief, uaually laid oyer Knee. ^ * La ^- 

the end-men. 

JShteg S^"5*#^ must wear 
dow n on one or KSiSl^S * M* turned 
tho case may offer itself (Z /, ,:7, n P taesamow.-tv, as 
trifled shirt-front, \vi ha lend if 7 f' 0 
pocket-handkerchief TL^w£S 1 a,J<1 a 

b>s face and head tho most S n , ,e s , uch 38 shft31 (five 
many different styles! C ° nUCal look ' of thereto 

^S^S^^ft the drolleries and 
^ the gators. S^SS^SgS 
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characters are thn 

ax's b * ; iSssaSKgias «s ** «... 

m*£? ^• 1 obaenran ce mio-ht „ g ,?- , To make any SP f 
Jar and successful Th« t L v to become most ™ 

men should rffi ? ei ertiou to do his best ™ V V~ 

^^^Sfefe^ «* ^pieces 

To be able to change SffiKSS * Cntlcal 
WmtS ° r0 ^?|^[§p «» stage 

MAKING UP THE p, VC E E 
former happens tt,Q ftrfc w requisite ft ga ? 

whaUu laugh from a£«f^^W! will |££ 



DAVE REED 
in his great Bone Solos. 
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THE FEMALE IMPERSONATORS. 

natural good looks Itf»n«i . featured and with 
eyebrow! of a dSker ^ e t&7 *? make lar ^ e 
a£ much of the xuoutb t toss ble Sth ^ ^ *° C0TCr U P 
to have tbo shoe* l^Ti • mth tho cork > as well as 

THE OTHER CHARACTERS. 

JcLX^sS Itr A 8 .?' ^ Whiskc -. fcSk 
Seymour bad and Cool B™JL » P r ° f kgs sucl1 M NsS 
a burnt-cork artist and fcSp^F*** ^^actionsin 

tbe real darkv Janan^ t ( 0t m 'S Lt bo ^"er bore) 
white man LSeXcTave^3'' the bl ^-facei 
appear to advantage qUa% g °° a "Pl^^ties to 

THE DIALECT, Etc. 

"™4A$^ r ^^ f °^ "Wcr and, 
tbe boards. ListeninVte auf o d n ° n , CODVerSation off 
text-book, besides beKbXst au^oT^ ^ afirst -^ 
Tlie finishing touches te£ authority to imitate. 

bo obtaimed, 2 2 ' ^ *° mak i^ a dcbufc sh °«M 
tutor, of whicreTerV Z^oM tow ^ md cs P~ed 
more such people lo^ff S J °V lty ,,as ono or 
business of teaclung SLmentn! Erf?** T, h ° mako a 
nous kinds of dunK w ,C ' aS - We11 as the va ' 

strelsv. 27 ie A™ S r ,, rou S h * into "se m Negro Min- 

mcnts of paSil ^Kate,:^^ 1 advert ^- 
in persoAnd b/l^ tloot ° f mstruct ™. b °th 

HOW TO ILLUMINATE, Etc 
80 * 4 to -id» 6 TK S antS^Xn! 



B Sam Sbarple^ 0 ^ ^TKELS. 
a-FrankBr™ 3. S. S Sanford, 

5. C. H. Duprez. t L ° D M ° ms ' 

.■ ■ 
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mcnfc alone, ns it is impossible for us tell anything about 
tho arrangement of burners in places we never saw, or are 
probably ever likely to see. 

A good substitute for stage footlights is a row of candles, 
placed a few inches apart in a short holder or candlo stick, 
with a piece of bright tin extending tho whole length of tho 
light to hide them from the audience, that side nearest the 
performers being left bright for reflecting the lights, 
and tho other side painted any dark color. This strip of 
tin must be high enough from tho ground to prevent the 
top parts of the candles from being seen. A long strip of 
fine wire net work can bo arranged for safety. 

At each side, also out of sight of those in front, lights 
should bo placed in brackets, with reflectors, in such a way 
as not to bo knocked down in going on or off tho imaginary 
stage. 

A drop-curtain of green baisc can be tacked on a roller, 
and a ropo attached on tho same principle as a window 
curtain, but to work inoro freely. 

At each side should be a partition suspended from 
the ceiling or nailed on a square frame of four strips of 
wood, fastened at the bottom sides or top so as not to fall 
down. 

A SPECIMEN PROGRAMME. 

To have everything necessary to an evening's entertain- 
ment wo reproduce a bill of tho play of tho most rioted 
minstrels in existence, adding that between every song in 
the first-part the middle and end men have to get in their 
jokes, gags and conundrums, timed by rehearsals so as to 
till irr the allotted hour for this interesting feature of a min- 
strel show. 

PART FIRST. 

Overturo (arranged by W. S. Mullaly), 

San Francisco Minstrels 
Ballad, " Darling, I Will Come Again " . . Mr. W. Raymond 

Com o Ditty, "Mary's Quadruped" Mr. Charley Backus 

Ballad, "My Pretty Red Rose," Mr. D. S. Wamboid 

Comic Song, "Billy's Request," Mr. Billy Birch 

Ballad, "When the Moou with Glory Brightens," 

Mr. G. Russell 




^^-d^ "IWng in the 

rra $100,000 bSSsssIS 

Dick 

Sam ° ' 

Juno.. 

Dan. 



Servants. 



•^■Charles Backus 

• • • -Mr. Add Byman 

• • - JUr. Jas. Johnson 
^;^ or Se Powers 
••■Mr. caws. Gibbons 



Swell Mob, Company. 
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SPECIMEN STUMP SPEECHES. 

In ft stump speech, tho costume, postures and delrrory 
of tho speaker havo much to do -with making a hit. All 
of this must be loft to tho orator's own judgment, presum- 
ing ho has ft keen idea of humor and is familiar with tho 
leading topics of the day, which may bo brought in at will. 
Wo havo composed a couple of specimens for general 
guidance. 

05 PATRIOTISM. 

Feller offis-seekers: Dis am a grate country, fall ob 
stobes and Baltymoro relators, ob which I is chief. All 
•wo want am a oflis, an' we doesn't be werry tic'lar wedder 
dat oftis bo do maro, gubnor, cr alldemeu at large— all wo 
want am oflis an' nothin' to do but Bay : "Good mornin', Mr. 
Controlall," den got our check cashed. Wo go in for do 
biggest kind ob liberty — liberty to do nothin' as much as 
wo like, an' get well paid for it. Our lub of country is 'bov 
eberyting 'cept trado dollars, and wo nebber tire ob count- 
in them for ourselbs ! Wo belieb 'plicitly in do 'Merican 
eagle, an' double eagles, too. We stand by do constitution 
when all obor hundred dollar bills, and will fight prettv 
hard aforo gibin' it up. Our potatorum knows no bounds 
less deu $20,000 a year. Wo belieb in universal suffrin, 
dat all men am free an' equal, \:ept Chiueso washermen, 
'cause dey hab no vote. We lub do Irisher, Scotty, Eng- 
lieher, Dutchy Greesors, Frenchy and half Spanish, when 
dey wcto as we say dey shall Wo guv up hangin' do nig- 
ger 'cause ob his good 'Mericau vote ! Who was dat said 
"Put him out?" I'll put him eye out if he dare tiuk diff- 
rent from what I tink. Dis am* a free country, foller pris- 
oners. What does Mr. Doolitto say. Nobody named King 
or Queen, or Shaw or Day, hab any right to liv in a 'publi- 
can country ! What did Bradder Screecker say ? Twenty 
thousand am not too good for mo— bread an' water am 
good enough for thee. Carl Shoots, what am his senti- 
ments ? Any sido is de be:;t which got de gibin' out ob de 
pickings. Who c.res for do wooden-logged soldier man? 
Hcnd-organ good enough for him — man who shot his leg 
off must bo put on do pay-roll ob de Norf till do Souf gets 
a better pay-roll 1 Dat am de only justice made nowadays 
— jus ;ko wuikin' one eye, wid one side de scales 'way up, 
an' do oder 'way down. Amn't it? De pris'ners am des- 
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charged I Brudder Koepall will now take up de collection 

05 L0VB. 

afoT?vo,ffrT^ 08ubjecr80 ^ ne t0 "Ddress myse lf 
7 wm ■ eb , n i n<? ^ one of * 6n T 'spensive luYurv 

SebeSaVoe!^^^ 

te I few fc P A y 7 f ° r hG i f 8 ^'' Dat ' 8 what ' 8 d0 mat- 
Si ^To^ ?T-PT ies 

ket when dool &l ^TZSl^ mt^Z^ul 

§3&w fc* t0 M r U8 Adams > and <% bof eat til 1 .lev 
couldnt breavo almost, didn't she sav to ho- «n?\ " 
you'd better pull down w JWt i ' 
gluttons, <wLhe? SL^&t^^ 
Iso not werry much mistooken, "Olo woman, you'd botter 

£SS • . cnucU , ellca , d I am. Moreober, what would wo 
£&S T mlle8 ' hair ? ,iDS ' ^ ^ sc^tMn' 6u„ p 
ukt£ W n rea v fi ' H,lmb «g'» cbew chew, HmbS' 
ffii^^*^ dun<a». corkscrews, boxing-gloves fnd 
such hko articles of husbandry and wivery-wl anvo M 
they como m uf it wasn't for lub. Roostcr-?ockT< l&ZE? 
why do you stand it while dar's plenty StsT D .t's S 
Mm$£?%L ^ a V ha8 , WicSia Woi'ad 

^ e to Sh hab b b1s 6 ° F^^^^^ 

Ji«ni rr 1 Lar do we fiud mch a lub as dis 
mong do Ole Tesserment bredderen ? I tell you drools 
don t all dead yet Don't de stealins bank lob au"w on 

net y,<r ! I lub all who's honez 'nuf to pay dere wav here 
to pay; to hear me dis eb'nin, an' I don't care a d— L 3 
knows it I Good eb'nin, white folks! 
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END-MEN'S TALK. 

SELECTED. 

^ W^.-Bones, I underatand you've opened . 
uaSl°r a 7ob8;r 0 T n a t?r7" 8 ° Ven ^ ^ form ^ 

eacbTg°hr miSkey —a S5. day, one for 

EoS'r£ 0 C k °r e8I)om *' ith S location. 

pan packs n P seven flints of s r. i • I know aftcr < J 
to refuse any terms. Kt?i^9»Bfe«»# 
liim and take all he's cot TlJ' tf° <] ° 13 lo « l > «'««i£h 
jour business. g iiiat 8 t,ie rea aon you elevated 

1ST. (to BollOsI Dmi'f („1 

c^y. W-tiic-wat ~H a °«<» of hxm~h<S B 
days? °* ai ° * <JU Many callers ,,o M - 

Int.— How was that? 

/^himself down. Ho S» « Sf^ a ebt ^ ^ 
on a black coat, a red vest an 1 ? *5 B0L He I»ad 

worked last, and beiSd ftllf^ lum ,vIie1 -" ke'd 
thing for a month oi ( Jo b,i / > " fc . " f 

-teredallo?:^: .S^^SV 1 W ^ 



JOHNSON AND KRUNO, _ 
Acrobatic Soug-and-daitee Artists. 
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rais'er. It looked to n. i as though he was making a cn£ to 
borrow a dollar, and, as I didn't like the looks of his thug, 
I told him he better oil up and git. 

Int. — Then you didn't have very good success in hiring 
a clerk? 

Bones. — No, sir; I couldn't find a man that suited mo. 
1st. — Wliat kind of a clerk do you think I'd make ? 
Bones. — WeU, I think you'd make a middling good one. 
Tambo.— "What kind of a one do you think I'd make ? 
Bones. — Oh, you'd make a good one to fall upon. 
Tambo. — How do you make that out? 
Bones. — B< 'ause, after they'd hired you, 'twould be the 
.end. 



Bones. — Well, Mr. Johnsing, how is your felicity this 
evening ? 

Interlocutor. — My felicity ! If by thai you mean my 
health, it is very good. 

Bones. — You're looking quite nyndusky, Mr. Johnsing. 
I wish to ask you a question. 

Int. — Very well, sir; what is it? 

Bones. — Can you tell mo the difference — er — can you tell 

me what, cr 

Int. — No, sir, I cannot. 
Tambo. — There ain't uouo. 
Bones to T— Eh ! 
Tambo to Int. — Eh! 
Int. to both. — Eh! 

Bonis. — I asked if you could toll me, cr, why— look out 
now—why, don't get excited— why, er, it's a hard one- 
why 

Tambo.— Oh, why? 

Bones. — Why, er, is tho last car of a train about leaving 
the depot like one of tho territories belonging to the 
United States? 

Tambo. — Because they don't take any car of it, 

Bones. — I'll have some one car-ry you out if you ain't 
more oar-fulL 

Tamro. — Car-rect. 

Bones. — I'll just about ear-om on your noso if you don't 
suritch off. 

Tambo. — Ef you do I'll brake your head. 
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Int.— Gentlemen, I hopo you'ro engine yourselves, but I 
must order you to stop. Now, Mr. Bones, pray tell us why 
the last car to leave a depot is like one of tho territories 
belonging to the United States. 

Bones.— Well, sir, tho last car to leave the depot is like 
one of the territories belonging to tho United States sim- 
ply because it's A-laska ! 

Tambo. — Alas — ka-n such things bo? 

Int.— See that his grave's kept green. 



Tamro. leaning his head and meditating. 
Interlocutor.— In what tcsthetie garden of thongntdoca 
your mind now wander 1 
Tambo.— Eh ? 

Int.— You were meditating; and, while gazing on your 
mobile face, I was forcibly reminded of a painting I once 

saw, representing • . , . ,, 

Bones (interrupting).— The Russian bear driving the 
Hun-'ry-uus from Turkey. 

Tambo.— There you go, rumn your noso where your 
mouth should come. 

Bones (to the audience).— Were he a Turk, he. would 
qMb; it in. . ' 

' Lnt.— Bear with me, gentlemen (reprovingly to Bones); 
and it would better become you, sir, uot to utrul your unso- 
licited wit before us at such an unseasonable juncture. 

Bonis.— All right; 1/11*7 still and do ewsaotly as you say. 

T N1 .._Vory well. Now, Tambo, I will repeat my ques- 
tion: What were you meditating upon ? 

Tambo.— I was wondering, Mr. Johnsing, whether I 
could better my fortune by going to Paris and there acting 
as a guido and' interpreter during the Exposition. 

Int. — Interpreter!" Can you speak French? 

Tambo.— Yes, sir; and, if a legend of our family bo true, 
I am distantly connected with the uoblest patricians of 
mnhello France. 

Int.— Indeed ! I pray you explain yourself. 

Tambo.— Well, von see, Adam and Eve are said to 

Lnt.— G o no farther. I have my doubts as to your speak- 
ing French at all. 

Tambo.— You have? Listen : Avez vous je nepchl mor- 
ccan, Monsieur Gordnng ? 

Lnt. — What under the heavens is that ? 
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Bones.— I can translate that, Mr. Johnsing. 
Omnes. — You ? 

Bo> h — Yes, listen: Havo yon twenty-five cents aoout 
your old clothes, Mr. G-ordon? — I'm starving. 

Tajibo (excited). — That's wrong. 

Bones. — Then you were sparring for a chew of tobacco. 

Tambo. — That is a straight cut to my heart. 

Bones. — That's a fine cut for a chew of tobacco to make. 

Tambo (fiercely). — See here, I'll plug you on the sunny- 
side of that big mouth of yours if you don't come to anchor. 

Bones. — Impossible to anchor, mer son — the caDle is 
hoisted; anyhow, I won't quit until I (7irw.se. 

Int.— Gentlemen, I command you to desist. Tambo, I 
cannot speak French; and it may be a solace to your mind 
to know that Bones is as ignorant on that score as I am; 
and if he is not a hiave ha surely acts the character to per- 
fection. I will say to you, Bones, that you will, on accoiuit 
of your vanity, fair but poorly so long as that vanity insti- 
gates you to perpetrate such eminently outrageous jokes as 
those you havo been Hooding us with. Signor Tenori will 
now 

Tambo.— No! no! I will translate that passage. 
Int. — Very well; proceed. 

Tambo. — Avezvousje ne patti morceau, Monsieur Gordon*/? 
means: Have you procured your cleansed apparel from 

the Chinese cleansing factory V If not 

Bones (groans). — Shades of Napoleon, defend us 1 
Int. (imperatively). — That will do, gentlemen; we have 
had a surfeit of talking. Signor Tenori will now melodize. 

"Who was the first subscriber to the sporting papers? 
Cain, when he took Abel's life (A Belt's Life). 

In what part of the bible do we find pugilism encour- 
aged? In that passage where it sayB: "It is I! be not 
afraid" (hit his eye). 

Who were the first people to propose using nature's 
weapons in preference to revolvers and knives? Tho Jews 
when they gave the orders to Pontius Pilate (Punch his 
pilot). 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 



PATBONS ordering goods -will please be particular in giving explicit 
directions where- they aro to be sont, with name of towu, county and 
State. The safest way to send money is by lVst-cOeo ,'rder, Regis- 
tered Letter or Drait. A deposit required on all ord. rs exceeding $5 
in value, and, for less amount, cash should accompany order. Books 
aud Trints sent by mail, post-paid, unless othorwisc desired. Doxing 
Gloves, Indian Clubs and ail bulky goods, sent by express. When 
goods aro sent C. O. I) , tho parties ordering must pay the charges on 
tho same, and for returning money. In tho Territories, whore ex- 
press charges ore vary heavy, or where there is no express oojn- 
niuuicalion, Gloves, etc., can be sent by mail, at the rato of one cent 
per ounce, which 1ms to be prepaid. Live Stock cannot bo sont 
C. O. D., as tho express companies will not forward on such condi- 
tions. No extra charge for boxing and packing. All letters of en- 
quiry will bo cheerfully and promptly answered on receipt of s 
stamped envelope. No merchandise exceeding 41b in weight or 18 
inches in length can be sent per maiL 



FIUKK QUEEN, Esq., 

Ed. nud Troj,. ".Ww York Clipper." 

cor. s. n. mu-CE, 

Prop. •'Tui-r, FkM mut Farm." 
H. F. WILKINSON, Ekq., 

Editor "Field,"' London, England. 

T GRIFFITH, 

Eil. " Bell's I,if t .," Louiton, England. 



C.F.O. WILKES, Esq., 

Ed. and Prnp. "Spirit of the Timon." 
CKO. IURTHOLOMKW Esq., 

Man. Kdilor •• N«ir Vurk News." 
K. J. DORLI.VG. Esq., 

Vmp. "Spirting Lif*,'" London, Hog. 
WM. BIAKIC, Esq., 

Ei nlr.iki.. Harvard U. B. 0. 



Amounts of less thau ono dollar mny be forwarded in 
*•*«* ono or two font postage stamps. A silver lmlf-dollar 
requires nn r.XTi;.v three cent stamp. No goods exchang.d. Twenty- 
five per cent, deposit required on all C. O. D. orders when the parties 
are unknown to us. 



Respectfully, 




